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Bill No. 34-0040 
Nurse Licensure Compact (NLC)

Committee on Health, Hospitals 
and Human Services

April 13, 2021
10:00 am

Submitted by

Jim Puente, Director, NLC
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What is the Nurse Licensure Compact? 

A statutory agreement between two or more states 
established for the purpose of remedying a particular 
problem of multistate concern.

Each party state is a signatory to the same contract. 
For that reason there is a need for “substantive 
sameness.” 

The NLC allows for a nurse to have one multistate 
license (issued from his/her primary state of 
residency). 

The NLC permits the nurse to practice in other 
compact states (physically or via telehealth) subject 
to each states laws. 

Which States are Members of the NLC? 

35 States have enacted 

the NLC 

2M Nurses hold a 

multistate license 
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https://www.tfah.org/report‐details/ready‐or‐not‐2021/

6• American Red Cross 
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To receive a multistate license, a nurse must:

1 Meet the home state’s qualifications

2 Graduate from qualifying education program (or 
graduated from a foreign program verified by 
independent credentials review agency)

3 Passed English proficiency exam if foreign grad

Eligibility for a Multistate License… 

To receive a multistate license, a nurse must:

Pass the NCLEX-RN® or NCLEX-PN ®

exam (or state board test pool exam).4

5 Have no active discipline on a license.

Submit to state/federal fingerprint-based criminal 
background check.
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Eligibility for a Multistate License… 

Not be currently enrolled in an alternative program.
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To receive a multistate license, a nurse must:
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Eligibility for a Multistate License… 

10
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Self-disclose participation in an alternative program.

Have no misdemeanors related to practice of nursing as 
determined by the state board of nursing on a case by case
basis.

Have a valid U.S. Social Security number.

Have no prior state or federal felony convictions.

A remote state may take adverse action against 
the licensee’s Privilege to Practice within that 

remote state. 

The home state may take action against the 
license.  The home state’s action removes all 

multistate privileges. This protects all 
compact states from the licensee. The license 

becomes a single state license.

How Discipline Works
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 Governing body that is also a public agency 
(The term “Commission” is commonly used by other 
modern interstate compact governing bodies)

 Elected leadership: Executive Committee

 Commissioners: “the head of the board of 
nursing” or designee; (usually the executive 
director)

Interstate Commission 

Assistance with Expenses

NCSBN’s NLC Grant covers:

• Expenses of implementing NLC (largely IT)
• Includes temporary staffing expenses

• Expenses of implementing criminal background checks (CBC)
• Federal and territorial fingerprint‐based CBC

• Expenses to promote the NLC and educate nurses and hospitals
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THANK YOU!

Jim Puente, MS, MJ, CAE
Director, NLC

Email: 
nursecompact@ncsbn.org

Toolkit: 
www.NLC.gov
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