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ITEMS ON AGENDA FOR LEGISLATIVE SESSION MOVES
FORWARD

Date : November 30, 2017

ST. THOMAS- Members of the 32nd Legislature, led by Senate President Myron Jackson,
approved a nomination, a resolution, several coastal management permits and bills on Wednesday
during Legislative Session at the Capitol Building.

Most lawmakers approved nominee Lloyd Bough, Jr. for Commissioner of the Department of
Property and Procurement, and Bill No 32-0052, a resolution to honor and commend Allen Haynes
for his contributions to the community as a police officer and healer.

Sen. Jackson stated he hoped Bough would continue to advocate for the care of government
properties, residences and materials. He also supported the resolution.

“For thousands of years as a people we depended on tradition-bearers for healing,” said Sen.
Jackson. “In terms of the centennial, for many years we had midwives. They are now restricted to
assisting with the birth process in the hospitals. As a community, we once cared for our dead. Now
we are restricted to two hours with them in the funeral homes. Tradition- bearers were eventually
forced to discontinue their practices.”

Sen. Brian Smith had similar sentiments.

“For too long we have overlooked people in our community who served for several years, received
an education and worked in the community. Mr. Bough is the epitome of leadership,” Sen. Smith
said. “Talent is not something to be compared to a physician or chiropractor. Mr. Haynes dedicated

his service throughout his career and daily activities. Somebody has to stand up for local talent.”

Although many of the senators expressed support for Bough, some were uncomfortable with voting
in favor for Haynes.

“I am wary of sending this resolution forward,” said Sen. Tregenza Roach. “I would be endorsing a
method of medical treatment that | would never do.”

Sen. Janette Millin Young also expressed concern. “l just wish that this resolution wasn’t weighing
heavily on the medical aspect,” she said. “This may serve as an endorsement.”

Senators also considered and voted favorably for all the Coastal Zone Management Permits.

“All of the measures have to do with marine economic development and water safety. They are for
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continued use which means they are currently in use and the bills are an extension that allows the
public to use what is already in place,” Sen. Jean Forde said. “As far as the installation of the
moorings is concerned, they are put in place to ensure water safety. Overall, these measures are
the beginning of a new industry in the Virgin Islands.”

The following Coastal Zone Permits were approved:

Bill No. 32-0114 - Act ratifying Major Coastal Zone Permit No. CZT-3-16 (W) issued to RC Hotels
(Virgin Islands) Inc. for the continued use and occupancy of an existing 8’ diameter x 130’ long
seawater intake line to the RO Plant seaward of Parcel Nos 1&3 Estate Nazareth, and the
installation of 6 swim buoys four moorings at Great Bay, St. Thomas Virgin Islands 3

Bill No. 32-0116 - An Act ratifying Minor Coastal Zone Permit No. CZT-05-15W issued to Reef
Ecology Foundation for continued use and occupancy of permanent moorings for day use only at
frequently used dive site locations in the territorial waters surrounding the islands of St. Thomas
and St. John, Virgin Islands

Bill No. 32-0115 - An Act ratifying Minor Coastal Zone Permit No. CZT-10-16W issued to the
Anchorage Condominium Association for the continued use and occupancy of a 120 foot, three-
inch seawater intake line which services its reverse osmosis plant and the continued use and
occupancy of the submerged lands for six swimming buoys

Bill No. 32-0118 — An Act ratifying Major Coastal Zone Permit No. CZT-4-16(W) issued to St.
Thomas Yacht Club Owner, Inc. for the continued use and occupancy of a 110’-9” by 7°-8” dock
with a 39’-6” by 8- 6” “T” and a 335sq. ft. concrete bulkhead with a length of 58 linear feet,
3,500 sq. ft. of submerged land surrounding the dock, and one wooden pile located seaward of
Parcel Nos. 8-1-1 and 8-58 Estate Nazareth, St. Thomas, Virgin Islands

Bill No. 32-0113 -. An act ratifying Minor Coastal Zone Permit No. CZT-25-16W issued to
Sanctuary Holding, LLC for the installation of eight mooring to be completed in two phases No. 23
Estate Frenchman’s Bay, St. Thomas, Virgin Islands

Bill No. 32-0117 - An Act ratifying Minor Coastal Zone Permit No. CZT-33-16W issued to True
Crew VI, LLC to install a private mooring and operate a “food boat” at Christmas cove area of
Jersey Bay St. Thomas.

“In terms of economic development in the Virgin Islands the marine industry is a gold mine that will
open many doors for businesses and it will encourage job growth in the community,” Sen. Dwayne
DeGraff said.

The following bills were approved:
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Bill No. 32-0002- An Act to authorize the Virgin Islands Government to purchase Estate
Catherineberg from WICO by offsetting payments owed in lieu of taxes, as mandated by Act No.
5826, as amended and for other related purposes

Bill No. 32-0020 -An Act amending 3 V.I.C. Section 88 6, 7, 631 and 640 relating to the
composition of the Government Employees Services Commission and re-designating the GESC as
the Government Employees and Retirees Health Insurance Board of Trustees and for other related
purposes

Bill No. 32-0021- An Act amending Virgin Islands Code, Title 1, Section 253, Title 3 Sections 256,
558, 562 to replace the Government Employees Services Commission with the Public Employees
Relations Board; Section 643 to replace the GESC with the Division of Personnel” Title 17 Section
190 to replace the chairman of the Government Employees Services Commission with the
Commissioner of Education; and repealing Title 3 Subchapter 1l and Title 23 Section 11 of the
Virgin Islands Code

Bill No. 32-0038 — An Act amending Title 3, Chapter 11, Section 26b; Title 20, Section 436 Title 30,
Section 15a; and Title 17, Section 475 providing for the acceptance of a Real ID as a valid form of
identification for various senior citizen’s discounts 4

Bill No. 32-0039 — An Act amending Virgin Islands Code, Title 8, Chapter 1 Section 9, Subsection
(a) to change the amount of Tavernkeeper Liquor Licenses (A) that can be in effect within the
historic districts of the Virgin Islands

Bill No. 32-0040 — An act amending Title 1 Virgin Islands Code, Chapter 11 commemorating the
week of June 26th to July 3rd as Virgin Islands Freedom Week

Bill No. 32-0087- An Act to authorize the Government of the Virgin Islands, through the Department
of Property and Procurement to purchase certain real property on behalf of the people of the Virgin
Islands for the completion of the Paul E. Joseph Stadium Project on the Island of St. Croix

Bill No. 32-0088 — An Act to provide for the reprogramming of funds appropriated from the
Community Facilities Trust Account authorized under Act No 7012 for certain capital projects
through the Department of Sports, Parks and Recreation

Bill No. 32-0090- An Act amending Act 7897 to increase the Department of Human Services
appropriation in the fiscal year ending September 30, 2017; authorizing the Public Finance
Authority to acquire and finance the acquisition of a residential skilled nursing home on the island
of St. Thomas

Bill No. 32-0091- An Act amending Act No. 7911section lincreasing the amount of the
appropriation from the Internal Revenue Matching Fund to the General Fund; providing a
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contribution from the Tourism Advertising Fund to the General Fund in the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2017

Bill No. 32-0094- An Act reprogramming $545,634.52 from any available funds in the Gross
Receipt Tax Bond proceeds. Matching fund Bond or the Community Facilities Trust Account to fund

emergency repairs and replacements at the Schneider Center

All measures approved by this body will be forwarded to the governor for further consideration.
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